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   Last December, Chapman received a 
$5 million donation from the Charles 
Koch Foundation to help establish the 
Smith Institute for Political Economy 
and Philosophy, which aims to com-
bine the studies of humanities and 
economics.
   The Charles Koch Foundation is a 
philanthropic organization that has 
donated millions of dollars to col-
leges across the nation to create a 
“talent pipeline” of libertarian-minded 
VWXGHQWV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�¿QGLQJV�E\�WKH�
Center for Public Integrity, a nonpar-
tisan investigative news organization. 
Charles Koch and his brother, David 
Koch, are billionaires known to sup-
port conservative efforts and groups 
that deny climate change. The broth-
ers were the subjects of a 2016 book 
called “Dark Money,” which revealed 
how they have pooled their wealth to 
LQÀXHQFH�DFDGHPLD�DQG�8�6��SROLWLFV��
   The $5 million donation, which is 
part of the $15.8 million that estab-
lished the Smith Institute, adds to 
about $177,000 that the foundation 
donated to Chapman between 2009 
and 2015, according to tax records. 
The money has been used to fund 
professorships in departments across 
the school, mainly in economics and 
philosophy. 
   “(The foundation wants) to fund po-
sitions that will represent a conserva-
tive, right-wing, libertarian viewpoint, 
and that is exactly what the Koch 
brothers stand for,” said Nubar Hovse-
pian, the chair of the political science 
department at Chapman. “I have no 
problem with people who hold these 
ideals getting hired. I have a problem 
when money corrupts the university.”
   Hovsepian, whose department 
has not yet been approached by the 
institute, said that he would rather step 
down as chair than accept professors 
funded by the Charles Koch Founda-
tion. 
���*HRUJH�0DVRQ�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�
)ORULGD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�KDYH�UH-
ceived the highest total donations 
from the foundation’s contributions 
to higher education, according to tax 
documents up to 2015. In February, 
*HRUJH�0DVRQ�VWXGHQWV�¿OHG�D�ODZ-
suit against the university, claiming 
that the donations came with certain 
conditions and interfered with faculty 
KLULQJ��$W�)ORULGD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��DQ�
independent investigation found that 
programs funded by the foundation 
pushed a curriculum that matched its 
ideologies.
   Jerry Funt, an alumnus of Florida 
6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��FR�IRXQGHG�³8Q.RFK�
My Campus,” a campaign that seeks 
to expose the “dark money” donated 
to universities. Funt said he felt like 
some of his professors were shaping 
KLV�SROLWLFDO�LGHRORJ\�GXULQJ�KLV�¿UVW�
semester at the school.
    “I was almost sold on these ideals, 
even though they were completely 
different from what I had been taught 
in the past – until I found out about 
this funding,” Funt said. “That’s when 

I started to look at my classes more 
critically. I realized that there were 
whole parts of economic theory that 
weren’t being covered or were being 
glossed over as wrong.”
   When it comes to economics, liber-
tarians generally believe that free-mar-
ket approaches are the most effective, 
and that people should have the right 
to freely offer goods and services 
without government intervention, 
according to the Libertarian Party’s 
website. 
���8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVLGHQW�'DQLHOH�6WUXS-
pa said that the brothers aren’t the 
kind of conservatives that most people 
may have in mind, denying that the 
donations are “dark” and “unethical.”
���³8QHWKLFDO�LV�ZKHQ�\RX�WDNH�PRQH\�
and people don’t know that you are 
WDNLQJ�LW��8QHWKLFDO�LV�ZKHQ�SHRSOH�
tell you what to do and you pretend 
WKDW¶V�QRW�WKH�FDVH��8QHWKLFDO�LV�ZKHQ�
there is money that is being exchanged 
under the table,” Struppa said. “Here, 
everything is completely on the table.”
   But not all Chapman professors 
agree with Struppa. 
   In late October, a committee in 
the Argyros School of Business and 
Economics voted to hire two full 
tenured professors – the highest form 
of professorship – funded by these 
donations. While this is only a recom-
mendation to Provost Glenn Pfeiffer, 
ZKR�ZLOO�PDNH�WKH�¿QDO�GHFLVLRQ�E\�
the end of this month, Dan Kovenock, 
a professor in the Economic Science 
Institute, resigned from his position 
as chair of that committee, concerned 
that there was not an open search for 
the candidates, and that there was a 
“lack of objectivity” coming from the 
university, he said.
   The candidates recommended for 
hire are Michael Moses, a contributing 
editor at libertarian magazine Reason, 
and Katharine Gillespie, an English 
professor, who are married to each 
other. Representatives from the Smith 
,QVWLWXWH�¿UVW�SUHVHQWHG�0RVHV�DQG�
Gillespie to the English department 
in September, which voted 15 to six 
against hiring them.
   Before the faculty members voted, 
English professor Ian Barnard asked 
Moses during a research presentation 
in September about the ethical impli-
cations of the foundation’s donation. 
Moses answered the question, but 
when the video of the presentation 
circulated among English faculty 
members, Barnard’s question had been 
edited out. 
   “Such a question during a job sem-
inar was rude,” Director of the Smith 
Institute Bart Wilson wrote to the En-
glish department in an email obtained 
by The Panther.
   Later, the video was re-published 
on YouTube and included Barnard’s 
question at the end, but the initial 
censorship was enough for Barnard to 
vote “no.”
   “I don’t want anything to do with 
this,” Barnard said. “The whole thing 
is doing a lot of damage to faculty 
governance at Chapman, that faculty 
aren’t having a say in this. It’s doing 
a lot of damage to free speech and 

critical discussion. If universities ar-
en’t the place where we can have this 
discussion, then we’re doomed.”
   English professor Lynda Hall voted 
against hiring these professors because 
she didn’t believe they would add any-
thing new to the department, she said. 
It was an English faculty member who 
discovered that the funding had come 
from the Charles Koch Foundation, 
Hall said.
   “There are always ethical issues if 
something is hidden,” Hall said. “The 
foundation’s goal was to change the 
perspective of liberal higher educa-
tion, and change the thinking of young 
people, so they would vote in a way 
the Koch brothers wanted. That is 
stopping academic freedom. There is 
enough balance on campus to coun-
teract this if it comes here, but it can 
be a cancer, in a sense – where it can 
¿OWUDWH�RWKHU�RUJDQV�´
   In response to faculty concerns 
about the openness of the candidate 
search, Wilson wrote in an email to 
The Panther that many senior faculty 
members in the English department 
and the business school have been 
“stretch hires,” which he described 
as candidates with well-established 
records and reputations, similar to 
Moses and Gillespie.
   In these cases, Wilson wrote, some-
one from the department brings the 
candidate to the university’s attention.
   Wilson said that after the English 
department initially agreed to inter-
view the candidates, he and English 
professor Jan Osborn received support 
from Wilkinson College Dean Patrick 
Fuery.
   The donations to the Smith Insti-
tute have also been used to fund two 
professor positions in the philosophy 
department. 
   Michael Pace, the chair of that 
department, said he was not aware 
that part of the money had come from 

the Charles Koch Foundation until the 
interview process had already begun 
last year. The department voted unan-
imously to hire one of the professors, 
Bas van der Vossen, who specializes 
in political philosophy and is a co-ed-
itor for the “Routledge Handbook of 
Libertarianism.”
   “I’m a Democrat, so there was an 
LQLWLDO�µLFN�IDFWRU¶�ZKHQ�,�¿UVW�WKRXJKW�
about it,” Pace said, although he said 
that he became more comfortable with 
the idea after vetting the professors 
and ensuring they weren’t politically 
biased.
   “You’re never going to accept mon-
ey from a donor with which you agree 
about every issue, right?” Pace said.
   Economics professor Vernon Smith, 
who was key in securing funding from 
the foundation, said the sociology de-
partment voted against hiring profes-
sors funded by the donations.
   “We do have faculty that are ner-
vous about the Koch money because 
we have certainly seen, as you look at 
things the Koch brothers have funded 
across the country, that there is a spe-
FL¿F�SROLWLFDO�DJHQGD�WKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�
to push,” said Ed Day, chair of the 
sociology department.
   When deciding whether to hire these 
candidates, Pfeiffer said that where the 
money comes from “doesn’t matter,” 
and the school doesn’t consider an 
organization’s agenda.
   “What I consider is the quality of the 
candidates,” Pfeiffer said. “I’ve never 
talked to the donors, in this case, the 
Charles Koch Foundation. I’ve never 
had any communication with them 
whatsoever. I’ve never met them … I 
don’t think we want the politics of the 
candidates – it’s illegal to consider the 
SROLWLFV�RI�WKH�FDQGLGDWHV�±�LQÀXHQFLQJ�
the hiring decision.” 
   Smith, a Nobel Prize recipient who 
grew up near the Koch family in 
Wichita, Kansas, describes his 
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 Unethical is when 
you take money and 
people don’t know 
that you are taking 

it ... Here, everything 
is completely on the 

table.
- President Daniele Struppa
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Timeline of Charles Koch Foundations donations to Chapman

SOURCE: Tax documents, polluterwatch.org
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relationship with the brothers as 
³DFTXDLQWDQFHV�´�6PLWK�¿UVW�PHW�
David Koch, one of the broth-
ers, at a fundraiser in the late 
1970s.
   When Osborn and Wilson 
hatched the idea that would 
eventually lead to the Smith 
Institute, the foundation was 
one of the donors on Vernon 
Smith’s mind, although the 
foundation was the last to add 
to the pool of $15.8 million that 
ultimately funded the institute.
   The idea for the Smith Insti-
tute was sparked by a popular 
“humanomics” freshman foun-
dations course, which combines 
the studies of humanities and 
economics. The Smith Institute 
is named for Scottish econo-
mist Adam Smith, a proponent 
of laissez-faire economics, 
which is a philosophy that op-
poses government interference. 
The institute aims to challenge 
“the perceived tension between 
economics and the humanities,” 
according to the institute’s website.
   When Vernon Smith sent the initial 
proposal to executives at the founda-
tion, they liked the idea of humanom-
ics so much, they pledged $5 million, 

he said.
   “It wasn’t like anything else 
(the foundation was) doing. It was 
completely different. And they just 
latched onto it,” Smith said.
   Pfeiffer said that the other donors 

of the Smith Institute 
wanted to remain anony-
mous because they didn’t 
want to get “caught up 
and have people accusing 
them of things and being 
associated with this.”
   However, Smith con-
¿UPHG�WR�7KH�3DQWKHU�
that the Thomas W. Smith 
Foundation - which is 
dedicated to free markets 
and supports scholarly 
institutes on college cam-
puses, according to The 
New York Times - was 
one of the three donors.
   The schools that re-
ceive donations from the 
Charles Koch Foundation 
tend to vary in size and 
prestige, but it has donat-
ed the most by far – more 
than $86 million – to 
*HRUJH�0DVRQ�8QLYHU-
sity, a public school in 
Fairfax, Virginia. Strup-
pa, Smith and Wilson 

have all held positions at the school. 
   “The way that Koch has historically 
JLYHQ�WR�XQLYHUVLWLHV�ZLWK�VSHFL¿F�
intent that violates academic freedom 
and faculty governance, I don’t think 

there’s a positive there,” said Sam 
3DUVRQV��D�*HRUJH�0DVRQ�8QLYHUVLW\�
µ���DOXPQD�DQG�FR�IRXQGHU�RI�³8Q-
Koch My Campus.”
���$W�)ORULGD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\��)XQW�
noticed that his classes emphasized 
only one economic theory, he said. 
One instructor consistently showed 
videos from a known libertarian 
economist. Other economic theories 
and viewpoints were completely left 
out of the curriculum.
   “Charles Koch has said himself, 
people who represent the foundation 
have said themselves: The intent of 
this giving to universities is for the 
protection of a certain ideology. It’s 
QRW�DW�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVLWLHV��
The universities are merely tools to 
be used to achieve the means to an 
end,” Funt said.
   Smith said that he doesn’t under-
stand why students wouldn’t be open 
to understanding the study of eco-
nomics, something he sees as a “basic 
tool.”
   “If their political view can’t stand 
the study of another point of view, 
then it’s not a political view. It’s 
an ideology,” Smith said. “In other 
words, you’re so committed to it, you 
don’t want to expose yourself to any 
other ideas. What are you afraid of?”

3

Chapman accepts millions from       foundation headed by conservative donor

As of January, 319 colleges and universities across the country have received !nancial support from the Charles Koch Foundation. Chapman is one of the schools that has received a foundation 
grant, after the foundation donated $5 million to help establish the Smith Institute for Political Economy and Philosophy last December. 
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   The university is purchasing the 
Katella Grand apartment complex 
in Anaheim as its newest student 
residential building for $150 million, 
Executive Vice President and Chief 
2SHUDWLQJ�2I¿FHU�+DUROG�+HZLWW�WROG�
The Panther Nov. 6. 
   The brand-new complex is part 
of the university’s goal to house all 
underclassmen on campus. Start-
ing in fall 2019, all freshmen and 
sophomores will be required to 
live in on-campus housing, Hewitt 
said. When the university originally 
planned to expand in 2015, it includ-
ed a goal of increasing the enrollment 
to 12,500 students, Hewitt said.
   “The community rose up and 
pushed back hard against that num-
ber. Most of the discussion was 
‘You’ve got to house more students 
if you want to grow at all,’” Hewitt 
said. 
   Housing more students is one of the 
key elements of the university’s new 
¿YH�\HDU�VWUDWHJLF�SODQ��+HZLWW�VDLG�
   “On the basis of all the other hous-
ing that we have to offer to students, 
(Chapman Grand) is a real upgrade – 
full apartments, great area,” he said. 
“We think people will prefer to be 
there and that there will be demand 
for it.”
   Some current Katella Grand resi-
dents have concerns about the home-
less population in the area surround-
ing the Anaheim complex, which is 
less than one mile from the homeless 
encampment at the Santa Ana River.
   “I have noticed homeless people 
looking through the dumpsters when 
they were put outside for collection,” 
said Daniel Osorio, a resident of 
Katella Grand. “They would leave a 
mess by throwing trash on the ground 
while sorting through it all.”
   Public Safety will conduct a “thor-
ough security assessment” of Chap-
man Grand and will make appropri-
ate plans to address any issues the 
GHSDUWPHQW�¿QGV��&KLHI�5DQG\�%XUED�
wrote in an email to The Panther.
   “We evaluate a new location by 
looking at trends and safety mea-
sures,” Burba wrote. “The measures 
DUH�VSHFL¿F�WR�WKDW�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�VXU-
rounding area.”
   Living at Chapman Grand will cost 
about the same as the Sandhu Resi-
dence Center, Hewitt said. A double 
room will cost $11,504 for the nine-
month academic year, while a single 
will cost $13,210. The university 
bases the prices of off this academic 
year’s on-campus housing rates for 
Sandhu. The current rates for Sandhu 
are about $4,000 higher than the new 
Chapman Grand rates. 
   The Sandhu pricing includes the 
cost of room and board, but the 
Chapman Grand apartments will only 
include the cost of the room because 
they have full kitchens, Hewitt said. 
���&KDSPDQ�ZLOO�RI¿FLDOO\�SXUFKDVH�
the complex by Nov. 20, Hewitt 
VDLG��7KH�VDOH�LV�LQ�LWV�¿QDO�VWDJHV��VR�
Hewitt does not expect there to be 
any problems, he said. There are no 
plans to renovate the building other 
than changing the signage. 
   The complex is a 10- to 20-minute 
drive from Chapman, or about 3.5 
miles away, Hewitt said. Shuttles to 
campus will be provided, similar to 
the transportation to and from Pan-
ther Village. The shuttles will run 14 
hours a day, every half hour, he said.
   Hewitt said he recognizes the prob-
lems with transportation and parking 
at Panther Village and that he has 

been working with Burba to resolve 
it.
   “It’s terrible. It’s really bad, and we 
NQRZ��$QG�ZH�ZDQW�WR�¿[�LW�´�+HZLWW�
said. 
   The university plans to add 75 to 
100 parking spaces in the property 
adjacent to Panther Village, Hewitt 
said, which Chapman purchased in 
2016. 
   Chapman is borrowing $150 mil-
lion to buy the apartment complex, 
which adds to the $195 million total 
debt that the university has accumu-
lated since 2011, Hewitt said. 
   Hewitt said that Chapman will re-
PDLQ�D�ORZ�¿QDQFLDO�ULVN�IRU�SRWHQWLDO�
investors, even with the new debt that 
this month’s housing purchase will 
incur, according to documents from 
Moody’s Investor Services provided 
to The Panther. The university was 
able to maintain its credit rating even 
after adding $150 million to its debt, 
according to the documents.

   “I’m impressed be-
cause I certainly did not 
expect to borrow an ad-
ditional $150 million and 
keep the same rating,” 
Hewitt said. “That is a 
UHDO�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�KRZ�
strong Chapman is.”
   Amenities at Chapman 
*UDQG�LQFOXGH�D�¿WQHVV�
center, rock climbing 
wall, study rooms and 
an outdoor pool. Each 
apartment is equipped 
with a full kitchen – 
rather than a partial resi-
dence hall kitchen – and 
a washing machine and 
dryer, Hewitt said. 

Sabrina Santoro, Kate 
Hoover, Maggie Mayer, 
Lou Vanhecke and Emma 
Reith contributed to this 
report.

Chapman to purchase 399-unit apartment complex

Chapman is purchasing a $150 million apartment complex for upperclassman housing in Anaheim. The complex, which will be renamed 
Chapman Grand, has been open for two years, and has 399 units and a six-level parking lot.

Chapman Grand, located in Anaheim, will house up to 900 starting fall 2018

The Chapman Grand complex has a !tness center and rock climbing wall.

Photos by JACKIE COHEN Photo Editor

Graphic by SABRINA SANTORO News Editor

SOURCE: Katella Grand
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Maggie Mayer | Senior Writer

   In less than a year, the parking and 
transportation issues that many stu-
dents face could be eliminated.  
   By fall 2018, the university will 
have added about 75 to 100 parking 
spaces to Panther Village, and plans to 
DGMXVW�LWV�VKXWWOH�VHUYLFHV�WR�EHWWHU�¿W�
students’ needs, said Executive Vice 
3UHVLGHQW�DQG�&KLHI�2SHUDWLQJ�2I¿FHU�
Harold Hewitt. 
   Also by fall 2018, the Lastinger 
Parking Structure will expand by 
about 350 spaces when the Keck 
Center for Science and Engineering 
is completed, said Assistant Director 
of Parking and Transportation Sheryl 
Boyd. 
   “We’re expanding parking because 
we have all this land (at Panther Vil-
lage), and eventually, we may choose 
to build something there – but for now 
we’re making it better for the students 
that are living there,” Hewitt said.
   Parking will also be available to all 
students living in the newly purchased 
Chapman Grand apartments, which 
will open to students next fall. The 
building will have shuttles running, 
similar to Panther Village. 
   “(Chapman) Grand has a ton of 
parking. We don’t believe it will be a 
problem, so hopefully the capacity of 
the shuttles will be adequate,” he said. 
   The university will purchase more 
shuttles – in addition to the two al-
ready used for Panther Village resi-
dents – that will run to and from the 
school to Chapman Grand every 30 
minutes, Hewitt said. The number of 
QHZ�VKXWWOHV�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�VROLGL¿HG��
Boyd said. 
   “That is something we will address 

during contract negotiations for our 
transit service early next year,” she 
wrote to in an email to The Panther. 
   Students who want to drive to 
school won’t have any issues, Hewitt 
said. The students expected to live at 
the new apartments are already living 
off campus, and most of them drive 
and park in the Lastinger Parking 
Structure daily. Parking passes for 
students who live at Chapman Grand 
will include on-campus parking. 
   The situation is different at Panther 
Village, since it accommodates about 
one parking spot for each apartment. 
Panther Village residents who do have 
cars cannot use passes to park on main 
campus before 4 p.m., so unless they 
have a night class, they have to take 
the shuttle. 
   Hewitt said that in addition to add-
ing more parking spaces to Panther 
Village, he has been working with 
Chief of Public Safety Randy Burba to 

identify how the school can improve 
its shuttle service. 
   “We should poll students at Panther 
Village and (Chapman Grand). Once 
WKDW�JURXS�LV�LGHQWL¿HG��ZH�FDQ�VHH�LI�
they feel there are times of day where 
more frequency is needed,” Hewitt 
told The Panther. 
   Burba was not immediately avail-
able for comment. 
   Right now, the Panther Village 
shuttle service is scheduled to loop be-
tween the complex and campus every 
20 minutes and has two shuttles run-
ning during the day. At night, only one 
shuttle runs, so it comes about every 
40 minutes. The last shuttle of the day 
is scheduled to leave main campus at 
11:55 p.m. on weekdays and 9:05 p.m. 
on weekends, according to a schedule 
on the university website. 
   Malia Galindo is a senior sociology 
major who is in her third year living at 
Panther Village. She said that although 

the shuttles do a good job of being 
consistent, there are things about the 
night and weekend schedules that she 
wishes were different – like parts of 
Operation Saferide, a night ride ser-
vice available to students.
   “(Operation) Saferide won’t drive 
you back to (Panther Village) if the 
shuttles are running,” Galindo said “I 
think that is a problem because when 
it’s late and you miss it, you could 
have to wait 40 minutes,” she said. 
   Galindo also said that it isn’t un-
common for students living in Panther 
Village to be late to class because of 
the shuttles. 
   “There’s just a lot of general com-
plaining about the shuttle. But I think 
that’s also because people aren’t used 
to taking (public transportation),” she 
said. “That’s just the nature of hav-
ing to work on a schedule that’s not 
yours.”
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All underclassmen to live on campus by 2019
Kate Hoover | Assistant News Editor

   All freshmen and sophomores will 
be required to live in on-campus hous-
ing starting fall 2019, Harold Hewitt, 
the university’s executive vice presi-
GHQW�DQG�FKLHI�RSHUDWLQJ�RI¿FHU��WROG�
The Panther Nov. 6.
   The “controversial” residence 
requirement will be announced to stu-
dents who are submitting applications 
to Chapman next fall, Hewitt said.
   With the purchase of a brand-new 
apartment complex, Chapman Grand, 
the university will be able to house 
all freshmen and sophomores by next 
year, said President Daniele Struppa. 
Last year, about 100 students were 
unable to secure on-campus housing 
during the housing selection pro-
cess in April, because more students 
applied to live on campus than there 
were available spaces. 
   Chapman Grand is expected to 
house about 900 students. When the 
residence hall at the historic Villa Park 
Orchards Association Packing House 
site is completed by fall 2019, Struppa 
said that the university will be able to 
house 60 percent of its undergraduate 
students. 
   Right now, 91 percent of freshmen 
and 30 percent of sophomores live in 
student housing, said Dean of Stu-
dents Jerry Price. 
   Struppa said one of the reasons 
living on campus will now be manda-
tory for freshmen and sophomores is 
to improve the university’s graduation 
and retention rates.
   “Data seems to indicate that when 
students are living in residences on 
campus on university property, gradu-
ation and retention improves,” Struppa 
said.
   Studies conducted by Iowa State 

8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&HQWUDO�
)ORULGD�FRQ¿UP�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�OLYH�
on campus are more likely to graduate 
than students who live off campus.
   Students will also have easier access 
to campus safety resources when liv-
ing in university-sanctioned housing, 
Struppa said.
   “Students traditionally don’t feel 
very comfortable calling the police,” 
Struppa said. “If something were 
to happen and you’re off campus, 
psychologically, it’s a bigger barrier 
to call the police rather than to call 
Public Safety. You know that their job 
is not to control or to punish, but their 

job is to help.” 
   The on-campus residency require-
ment, along with the purchase of 
Chapman Grand for student housing, 
will help appease Orange residents’ 
concerns about having college stu-
dents living in off-campus neighbor-
hoods, Struppa said. 
   “The city has been concerned about 
increasing the presence of our students 
in the city. I think that this will allow 
our students to have access to incred-
ibly high-quality facilities and at the 
same time, not being in the position of 
FUHDWLQJ�FRQÀLFWV�ZLWK�WKH�UHVLGHQWV�´�
he said. 

   Freshman health sciences major 
Emily Ennis said that while she under-
stands requiring freshmen to live on 
campus, sophomores should be able to 
live off campus. 
   “You should be able to go and 
explore and be more independent,” 
Ennis said. “You’re 19 or 20 years 
old. You don’t need someone holding 
your hand.” 
   Amy Treadwell, a ’13 integrated 
educational studies alumna, told 
The Panther that she thinks making 
students live on campus for two years 
will deter students from the univer-
sity and “change the whole college 
experience.” 
   “I know when I was in college, 
¿QDQFLDOO\��LW�ZDV�FKHDSHU�IRU�PH�WR�
live off campus,” she said. “College is 
about growing into a young adult, and 
instead, (the school is) treating stu-
dents like children by still telling them 
where to live and how much they 
have to pay. Remember, most college 
students are poor.”
   Commuter students may have the 
ability to opt out of this residence 
requirement.
   “I think we are going to have some 
waivers for people who live at home 
and they commute here,” Struppa said.
   Price said that the university still 
needs to determine whether the re-
quirement will also apply to transfer 
students. 
   “Most schools with a two-year 
living requirement will say, ‘If you’re 
transferring in with fewer than 60 
credits, which is junior standing, then 
you have to live on campus.’ We hav-
en’t gotten to that level of detail yet,” 
Price said. 

Starting fall 2019, Chapman will require all freshmen and sophomores to live in on-campus 
housing.

Panther Archives

Chapman adding spaces to reduce parking problems

Graphic by SABRINA SANTORO News Editor

The university has plans to add about 350 spaces to the Lastinger Parking Structure when construction for the Keck Center for Science and 
Engineering is completed, and between 75 to 100 spaces at Panther Village, said Assistant Director of Parking and Transportation Sheryl Boyd 
and Executive Vice President and Chief Operating O"cer Harold Hewitt.

SOURCE: Panther Archives

Lastinger Parking Structure Panther Village
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Lou Vanhecke | Sta! Writer

   On the eve of the one-year anni-
versary of President Donald Trump’s 
election, about 50 students and faculty 
members attended a forum of student 
political club leaders who discussed 
free speech in the Trump era.
   “In his own brilliant and disturbing 
way, depending on your perspective, 
Trump tapped into the anti-establish-
ment,” said political science professor 
Lori Cox Han, who organized the 
event, during the discussion in Argy-
ros Forum Nov. 7. “Even a year after 
the election, many in the establish-
ment are still missing the point as to 
why he won.” 
   Han has been “appalled” by some 
college campuses that have banned 
VSHFL¿F�VSHDNHUV��DQG�LV�SURXG�RI�
Chapman for facilitating controversial 
conversations, she said. 
   Representatives from four campus 
political clubs – Chapman Demo-
crats, Chapman Republicans, Young 
Americans for Liberty, and Alterna-
tives in Democracy – participated in 
what Dean of Students Jerry Price 
called a “complex” Q&A. Students 
talked about political socialization, 
the differences between free speech 
and hate speech and professors’ roles 
in promoting a safe environment for 
freedom of ideas. 
   Chapman hosted the event as part of 
its efforts to encourage an academic 
approach to discussing issues, Price 
said.
   Similar to the event that hosted con-
troversial Title IX critic Laura Kipnis 
in October, Price hoped this would be 
an opportunity for civil discourse, and 
his expectations were met, he said. 
���³8QLYHUVLWLHV�KDYH�QRW�GRQH�DQ�DG-

equate job in fostering academic and 
respectful debate when it comes to so-
FLDO�LVVXHV�´�3ULFH�VDLG��³,�ZDV�VDWLV¿HG�
by the discourse and was appreciative 
of the audience’s participation.” 
   History professor Alexander Bay 
asked the audience during the event if 
certain ideas deserve to have plat-
forms.
   “Should we engage a Holocaust 
denier? Should we host someone who 
denies climate change?” Bay said. 
“There is a line – it is not black and 
white – but there is a line. Do some 
topics just not deserve our engage-
ment?”
   Various responses met Bay’s ques-
tion, with President Daniele Struppa 

saying that the only way we learn as 
a society is by talking to those whose 
opinions differ from our own. 
   “We will come out stronger as a 
community if we engage and debate 
with each other,” Struppa said. “If I 
lost my openness to talk to those who 
think differently than myself, I might 
as well stay home.” 
   Some representatives from campus 
political clubs told The Panther they 
appreciated the opportunity to voice 
opinions and concerns, and were 
impressed with the questions that the 
audience posed. 
   “I am technically labeled as the 
president of Alternatives in Democ-
racy, but I have just as much power 

as anyone else in the club,” said Juan 
Bustillo, a junior screenwriting and 
political science major. “I was also 
happy to express my thoughts on free 
speech and how it can change the way 
we think about progress.”
   Free speech can incite progress and 
unity, Bustillo said, citing the thou-
sands of people who came together to 
silence a group of Charlottesville-like 
protesters in Boston in August. 
   “The congregation of Nazis and 
the hate they were promoting was 
surrounded by people shouting over 
them,” Bustillo said. “I think that is a 
perfect example of free speech being 
used to combat hateful speech.”
   Chapman Republicans ambassador 
Stephen Ragsdale said there is a com-
plexity distinguishing the line between 
free speech and hate speech. 
   “Hate speech is entirely subjective,” 
said Ragsdale, a sophomore news and 
documentary major. “What one person 
might think is hate speech, someone 
else may not. If you believe that hate 
speech shouldn’t be protected, then 
you don’t believe in free speech.” 
   Chapman Democrats president Mat-
thew Reminick talked about varying 
the methods of discussing free speech, 
presenting the idea of a forum where 
people can come together and discuss. 
   Tyler Ferrari, the president of Chap-
man’s Young Americans for Liberty, 
spoke about free speech acting as 
protection from the state. 
   “If free speech is attacked by the 
state, the issues that we need to talk 
about will be pushed underground,” 
Ferrari said. “Those harmful ideas 
can then manifest. If we challenge the 
public thought, we can make prog-
ress.” 
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Political club presidents lead free speech forum

IAN CRADDOCK Sta! Photographer

ADVERTISEMENT

From left to right: Political science professor Lori Cox Han and students Juan Bustillo, Tyler 
Ferrari, Stephen Ragsdale and Matthew Reminick were panelists at a Nov. 7 forum on free 
speech in the Trump era.

Students revisit controversial
anti-Semitism bill
Emma Reith | Staff Writer

   A student-proposed bill to condemn 
anti-Semitism, vetoed by student gov-
ernment President Mitchell Rosenberg 
in May, was reintroduced during a 
roundtable discussion Nov. 7.
   The six students and two student 
government senators who attended de-
cided to remove all content referring 
WR�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�,VUDHOL�FRQÀLFW�IURP�
the original bill to concentrate it more 
toward on-campus discrimination in 
general.
   Rosenberg told The Panther he 
H[SHFWV�WKDW�WKH�ELOO�ZLOO�EH�RI¿FLDOO\�
re-drafted in the next few weeks.
   The main concern some students had 
with the bill in May was that it took a 
political stance on the Palestinian-Is-
UDHOL�FRQÀLFW��VDLG�6D¿�1D]]DO��ZKR�
is the president of the Students for 
Justice in Palestine club, during the 
discussion. 
   The bill concerned some students by 
XVLQJ�WKH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6WDWH¶V�
GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�DQWL�6HPLWLVP��ZKLFK�UHF-
ognizes that anti-Semitism is related 
to Israel – although the bill stated that 
it didn’t take a side on the Palestin-
LDQ�,VUDHOL�FRQÀLFW�
   “Anytime a state is associated with 
the people, or the people are associat-
ed with the state, there is a problem,” 
Nazzal told The Panther. “I don’t think 
(the bill) should be related to the state 
(of Israel) and its government.”
   Rosenberg told The Panther in 
May that he vetoed the bill because 
it wasn’t something the Chapman 
administration would adopt into its 
policies. 

   Before his veto Rosenberg said that 
the club that drafted the bill, Stu-
dents Supporting Israel, announced 
that Chapman passed a “pro-Israel” 
resolution.
   “We are not taking a political 
stance,” Rosenberg said during the 
discussion. “There’s several ways 
ZH¶UH�ORRNLQJ�WR�GH¿QH�LW��EXW�ZH�KDYH�
to remember we’re focusing on stay-
ing on campus at Chapman.”
   Rosenberg also told attendees that 
he was concerned the bill was brought 
before a newly elected senate in May 
at a 10 p.m. meeting – without being 
publicized to students beforehand.
   “(The) senate didn’t talk to anybody 
(about the bill), and students didn’t 
give their verbal support,” Rosenberg 
said. “I condemn campus anti-Semi-
tism, but if we wanted (the bill) to be 
successful, we had to do our job.”
   Rosenberg also asked the group of 
students Nov. 7 why this resolution 
would be different than the universi-
ty’s current policies against violence 
and discrimination, and asked what 
other marginalized on-campus groups 
may think, questioning if there should 
be a resolution about every group on 
campus that may be subject to dis-
crimination.
   Taylor Onderko, the president of 
pro-Israel, pro-peace advocacy organi-
]DWLRQ�-�6WUHHW�8��UHVSRQGHG�WR�5RVHQ-
berg’s questions, suggesting opening 
the resolution to other groups.
   “I think if you ask the campus what 
groups are marginalized that would 
like to be included, that’s out there for 
them to take advantage of,” she said.



Natalie van Winden | Senior Writer
 
  Every year, freshmen are welcomed 
to campus with a mandatory Healthy 
Panther workshop including discus-
sion about Chapman’s sexual miscon-
duct policy and what consensual sex 
means and what it doesn’t. Still, many  
students have a different idea of what 
consensual sex is, and how to play the 
game by the rules.
  Recent policy changes led by Edu-
cation Secretary Betsy DeVos, who 
rescinded Obama-era guidelines on 
campus sexual assault investigations 
in late September, has sparked con-
versation among students about sexual 
misconduct and what it means on a 
college campus. 
  Chapman’s sexual misconduct policy 
is meant to protect both complainants 
and respondents, and includes the 
fact that consent cannot be given if 
someone is incapacitated, said Direc-
tor of Student Conduct Colleen Wood. 
Chapman’s student sexual misconduct 
policy states that if one person is 
XQGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�DW�WKH�OHYHO�RI�LQ-
FDSDFLWDWLRQ�ZKLFK�LV�GH¿QHG�DV�D�VWDWH�
where someone cannot make rational 
decisions consent cannot be given. 
Although the university tries to be 
as clear as possible, some Chapman 
students have their own idea of what 
consent means and when it cannot be 
given.
  “Anything other than a clear ‘yes’ 
spelled out with every letter is a hard 
no, and would be nonconsensual,” 
said junior screenwriting major Ra-
faela Bassili, who is also a member 
of Chapman Fems. “At this point, 
I hope we have all understood that 
intoxication means a person cannot 
clearly consent, and I think that trying 
WR�¿JXUH�RXW�D�SRLQW�ZKHUH�LW�ZRXOG�EH�
OK or not to blur that line would only 
give assaulters the nuance they don’t 
need.”
  Chapman’s policy states that consent 
LV�DQ�DI¿UPDWLYH�³\HV´�E\�DOO�SDUWLFL-
pants to engage in sexual activity. 
��³,I�P\�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�FRQVHQW�LV�WKDW�
I’m reciprocating the action, then I 
guess it’s reasonable to assume con-
sent has been given,” said sophomore 
creative producing major Lynnzee 
Highland. “And it’s reasonable if ask-
ing at every step is someone’s prefer-
ence. But it might be kind of annoying 
to be like ‘is it OK’ if they kiss you, 
‘is it OK’ and then they touch you. I 
don’t know if that would happen.”
  In some cases, consent is assumed 
because of a previous relationship, or 
even a previous conversation. Some 
people don’t wait for a second, third 
or fourth “yes” as they round the 
bases if they already got permission to 
play the game.
  Highland said that if someone is un-
GHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH��WKH�OLQH�RI�FRQVHQW�
can be blurry. 
  “If I’ve had one or two drinks, I can 
give my consent, but if I’m really 
drunk, then no, absolutely not,” she 
said.
  The policy adds that a person must 
be able to understand the “who, what, 
when, where, why or how” of the 
sexual interaction.
  “Theoretically, someone can be inca-
pacitated and still be up and walking 
around,” Wood said. “That’s why 
WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�LQFDSDFLWDWLRQ�LV�VR�
important.”
  There has been confusion among 
student bodies and in the media about 
WKH�H[DFW�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�LQFDSDFLWDWLRQ�

versus intoxication regarding con-
sent violations, Wood said. Since 
Chapman does not depend on 
state funding, the university is not 
required to follow a set policy.
  “It’s a clear line,” Bassili said. 
“‘No’ simply means ‘no,’ indepen-
dent of whether it was clearly said 
or was stopped from being said by 
other circumstances, such as intox-
ication,” Bassili said. “It shouldn’t 
fall on the woman to decide at 
what point of intoxication she 
wouldn’t be able to give consent, 
but on her partner to understand 
that anything other than a ‘yes’ is 
simply a ‘no.’”
��0RYLQJ�WR�DQ�DI¿UPDWLYH�FRQVHQW�
standard was a very important 
development in the understanding 
of what consent is, Yocum Gaffney 
said. 
  “That does serve to make brighter 
lines where there weren’t before about 
what consent means,” she said.
  Conservative estimates of sexual 
assault prevalence suggest that 25 per-
cent of American women have expe-
rienced sexual assault, including rape, 
according to the National Institute of 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism. About 
half of sexual assault cases involved 
alcohol consumption by the perpetra-
tor, victim or both.
  Chapman’s policy states that consent 
cannot be assumed, even if the indi-
viduals are in a relationship.   
  “It’s not that we stop every step of 
the way, it’s more like if he’s kissing 
me and I’m kissing back. If it’s at that 
level, if we are both showing interest, 
that we assume consent is given,” said 
Highland, who has been in a relation-
ship for more than a year. “There are 
certain points where he’ll ask if it’s 
OK and I’ll say ‘yes.’ I don’t know if 
that’s normal, but I like it that way.”
  Highland added that it might be 
harder for someone to say “no” during 
a hookup, compared to someone in a 
long-term relationship.

  The consent policy isn’t perfect, 
said Colette Grubman, a junior 
English major and member of 
Creating a Rape-free Environ-
ment for Students (C.A.R.E.S.).
“Students should educate them-
selves on the policy because it’s 
very important to know your 
resources and know your rights,” 
Grubman said. “The main part of 
our (C.A.R.E.S)  job is making 
sure that people know how to be 
an active bystander and how to 
know what consent is and how 
you have it.”
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Sharp guidelines, blurred lines

Photo Illustration by JACKIE COHEN Photo Editor 
While Chapman’s sexual misconduct policy outlines what consent is, students have di!ering opinions about the de"nition of consent. 

Students discuss their de!nition of consent

Consent cannot be given if it is:
• inferred from silence 
• obtained from a person who is asleep or other-

wise mentally or physically incapacitated
• obtained from a person who is incapacitated by 

intoxicants such as alcohol, drugs or medication
• obtained by threat or force
• obtained through coercion

Important contacts:
 -Student Psychological Counseling Services:  (714) 997-6778
 -Dani Smith, Chapman University Sexual Assault/Rape Crisis Counselor: 
(714) 744-7080, dasmith@chapman.edu
 -Chapman sexual assault information line: (714) 744-7000

Source: Chapman Sexual Misconduct Policy

Incapacitated de!nition: 

A state where someone 
cannot make rational, 
reasonable decisions because 
they lack the capacity to give 
knowing consent.

Source: Chapman Sexual Misconduct Policy
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Jade Boren | Assistant Features Editor

  One Chapman student’s family is 
helping aid research to cure a current-
ly incurable disease by raising almost 
$10,000. Paloma Williams can’t stand 
that her grandma can’t remember who 
she is.
  “I have watched her go from a bril-
liant, intelligent, artistic person, into a 
helpless, scared child,” said Williams, 
a senior integrated educational studies 
major. “She is my only grandparent, 
so it was hard on me, as she really isn’t 
my grandma anymore.”
  Hillard Kaplan, who joined Chap-
man’s Economic Science Institute in 
September, may be able to help. "e 
National Institutes of Health and the 
National Institute on Aging recently 
awarded him a !ve-year $3.7 million 
grant for Alzheimer’s research. It’s the 
largest federal grant in Chapman’s 
history, according to a Chapman blog 
post. 
  Whether it’s through research or cop-
ing methods, Chapman students have 
responded in di#erent ways to news 
of their family members’ Alzheimer’s 
diagnosis. It is an irreversible brain 
disease, according to the National 
Institute on Aging, that the Alzhei-
mer’s Association estimates 5.5 million 
Americans have in 2017.  
  A$er her grandmother was diag-
nosed with Alzheimer’s when Wil-
liams was 14, Williams and her family 
moved from London, England, to 
Palos Verdes, California, to take care 
of her.  
  Using books, internet research and 
medication, Williams and her family 
have tried to !nd ways to slow the de-
terioration of her grandmother’s brain. 

"ey fell in love with art therapy, since 
Williams’s grandmother was an artist, 
and Williams’s mother hires an artist 
to visit Williams’s grandmother twice 
a week.
  But still, Williams said, there is no 
cure.
  For the past two months, Williams 
and her family have posted on every 
social media platform to ask for dona-
tions for the Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
on Nov. 5, hosted by the Alzheimer’s 
Association. "eir team, the Delta 
Gamma Legacies, raised $9,780 at the 
walk in Los Angeles. It was the family’s 
second walk, as Williams said she and 
her family walk and fundraise once a 
year. 
  Seventy-nine percent of the asso-
ciation’s annual expenses go to care, 
support, research, awareness and 
advocacy activities, according to the 
Alzheimer’s Association. Williams 
is particularly interested in stem cell 
research.
  “I know that Alzheimer’s a#ects part 
of the brain, so through stem cells, 
there is a potential to replace those 
damaged cells,” Williams said.
  Instead of looking solely at the brain, 
Kaplan also looks at arteries  – the 
Tsimane tribe’s, in particular.   
  “If you understood the sequence of 
events of a bad lifestyle and how it 
changed chemical reactions in brains 
and compared to the healthy aging, 
then you might be able to see which 
drug interventions might switch o# 
those bad processes,” Kaplan said. 
“What’s elusive right now is, what 
is that chain of processes that leads 
to Alzheimer’s, and what makes it 
worse?”
  Williams is interested in healing Alz-

heimer’s through a healthy lifestyle.
  “I am a strong believer in healing 
through nutrition and naturally, rather 
than medically,” said Williams, who 
is vegan and eats a gluten-free diet. “I 
de!nitely believe that living a healthy 
lifestyle can bring many bene!ts 
throughout someone’s life.”
  Junior business administration major 
Paul Vasquez lost his grandmother, 
Josephine Vasquez, to Alzheimer’s six 
years ago, but he could not recall any 
bad lifestyle choices his grandmother 
made.
  “She was living a healthy lifestyle. She 

would have a garden she would tend 
to,” Vasquez said.
  Vasquez’s grandmother was unable to 
regain her memory. "e e#orts to help 
her, such as using pictures to recall rel-
atives she’d forgotten, did more harm 
than good, he said. And Vasquez’s 
family didn’t look into how to turn the 
dial back on her failing memory. 
  “Her generation, they had no idea 
about internet or any of that, so there 
was really no way for her to do her 
own research,” Vasquez said. 

Alzheimer’s victims not forgotten

Courtesy of Paloma Williams
Paloma Williams, a senior integrated educational studies major whose grandmother has 
Alzheimer’s, has raised almost $10,000 for treatment research.

Lou Vanhecke | Staff Writer

  The #MeToo campaign has made 
some male Chapman students more 
aware of the severity and frequency of 
sexual assault, and has inspired them 
to engage in conversation with fellow 
students, call others out on their 
actions and join assault awareness 
groups on campus. 
  “The #MeToo campaign and getting 
involved in the Walk Against Vio-
lence has made me realize how much 
exploitation there is against women,” 
said Tommy Radle, a freshman unde-
clared student. 
  Stories of sexual harassment and 
assault have gained traction since 
PLG�2FWREHU��ZKHQ�+ROO\ZRRG�¿OP�
producer Harvey Weinstein was 
accused of abusing and harassing 
DFWUHVVHV�DQG�IHPDOH�¿OP�HPSOR\HHV��
People then took to social media and 
wrote “me too” if they had been sexu-
ally harassed or assaulted.
  Radle believes that powerful people 
like Weinstein should be held account-
able for their actions. Zach Salem, a 
sophomore communication studies 
major, said that reading about the al-
legations against Weinstein made him 
look at the issue of sexual harassment 
both externally and internally.
  “Externally as in what I can do to be 
an ally, but internally as in evaluating 
my own actions,” Salem said.
  The #MeToo campaign has given 
thousands of women the platform to 
share their experiences with sexual as-
sault and it has also contributed to the 
national awareness of how prevalent 
sexual abuse is. 
  Because of this, it’s important for 
PHQ�WR�UHÀHFW�RQ�WKHLU�EHKDYLRUV�DQG�
actions, Salem said.

  “Getting involved with C.A.R.E.S 
(Creating a Rape-free Environment 
for Students) on campus, but also 
taking notice of the national #MeToo 
movement, are great opportunities for 
men to show that they understand how 
serious these issues are,” Salem said. 
  The #MeToo campaign sparked 
personal conversations with Salem’s 
female friends who had been sexually 
harassed, which helped him realize the 
magnitude of this issue, Salem said.  
  Rico Corral, a junior business 
administration major, has had four 
close friends who have been sexually 
harassed, he said. But the #MeToo 

campaign helped him understand 
the vastness of sexual violence and 
harassment.
  As a result, Corral advocates for sur-
vivors by talking to men about sexual 
harassment, because many believe the 
topic isn’t as serious, he said.
  “I think it’s really important to real-
ize that we need to have these con-
versations. All people need to expand 
their knowledge about this hideous 
problem,” he said. 
��6HQLRU�¿OP�SURGXFWLRQ�PDMRU�'DQLHO�
Dickinson’s girlfriend was harassed 
and grabbed inappropriately in front 
of him last semester, he said. He par-

ticipated in the Walk Against Violence 
Nov. 1, an event to expand awareness 
and education about violence against 
women, and he also wants to attend 
Chapman C.A.R.E.S. meetings. He 
said that the #MeToo campaign has 
made him reevaluate his judgment for 
the future.
  “I’ve kept it in mind to be more wary 
of these kinds of situations,” Dickin-
son said. “If I ever saw something like 
sexual harassment or assault at one 
of my parties or at a social gathering, 
I would have no problem calling that 
person out or intervening. One of the 
worst problems surrounding sexual 

#MeToo sparks change in male reactions

Some male Chapman students donned high heels to walk down Glassell Street in Orange during the Nov. 1 Walk Against Violence, an event that 
Panther Archives
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Emiko Kaneoka | Staff Writer
 
  One year ago, Argyros Forum was 
¿OOHG�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ�����VWXGHQWV�IRU�
the Election Day Watch Party. When 
Donald Trump was elected president, 
students both celebrated and lamented 
his win. The next day, they gathered 
on campus to protest or support the 
incoming president. 
  A year later, Alexa Abadee still re-
ÀHFWV�RQ�WKH������SUHVLGHQWLDO�HOHFWLRQ�
daily. Whether Democratic or Repub-
lican, students agree that the parties 
are more divided than ever, and that 
they must engage in conversation to 
bring the country together.
  “The past year has exposed the divi-
sive nature of our country. It’s become 
an ‘us versus them situation,’” said 
Abadee, a senior integrated education-
al studies major and member of the 
Chapman Democrats club. “There’s 
not one day that goes by when I don’t 
feel sad about what happened.”
  Jake Ummel, a junior political 
science major and president of the 
Chapman Republicans, agrees that the 
country is “more divided than before” 
the election. He encourages oppos-
ing parties to engage in conversation 
when they disagree.
  “I’m disappointed that some peo-
ple on campus have reverted to the 
feeling that if you’re not on their side, 
you’re wrong. And it’s on both sides,” 
Ummel said. “Both Democrats and 
Republicans have crawled into our 
corners and feel that anyone who dis-
agrees with us is against us, and that’s 
not American.”
  While Matthew Reminick, a senior 
peace studies major and president of 
the Chapman Democrats, promotes 

open political conversations among 
students on campus, he also fears that 
the Democratic Party will become 
complacent during Trump’s presiden-
cy. 
  “Do your best to be informed about 
what you can do to encourage poli-
cies that you believe in, and do your 
best to engage with different political 
groups on campus to gain different 
perspectives,” Reminick said.
  Chris Castillo, a freshman business 
administration major, was not old 
HQRXJK�WR�YRWH�GXULQJ�WKH������HOHF-
tion. He said that his mother voted for 
Hillary Clinton because some of their 
family members live undocumented 
in the U.S., and feared deportation if 
Trump was elected. Despite Trump’s 
history of verbal attacks against Mex-
icans living in the U.S., Castillo tries 
to understand the president and his 
supporters, he said.
  “I didn’t feel resentment toward 
Trump supporters,” Castillo said. “I 
try to understand them and their per-
sonal ethics and values.”
  The night of the election, Abadee 
said she cried for the minority groups 
that she feared Trump would nega-
tively impact, even though she didn’t 
believe his presidency would directly 
affect her as a white female.
��³,�NQRZ�VRPHRQH�WKDW�¿WV�LQWR�HYHU\�
category that Trump has criticized or 
attacked,” Abadee said. “I was really 
scared for them.”
  Stephen Ragsdale, a sophomore 
news and documentary major and 
Chapman Republicans ambassador, 
remembers the diverse reactions on 
campus the night Trump won. How-
ever, he believes that contrasting 
reactions were not caused by Trump, 

but by long standing political divides.
  “A lot of people have painted Trump 
as a big divider, and there’s some truth 
to that, but I think Barack Obama was 
divisive too,” Ragsdale said. “We 
ZHUHQ¶W�D�ELJ�KDSS\��XQL¿HG�FRXQWU\�
ZKHQ�7UXPS�WRRN�RI¿FH��7KH�GLYL-
sions were well in place.”
  Ragsdale said that he struggled 
with his decision to vote for Trump 
since he mostly agrees with Trump’s 
cultural beliefs, but not his political 
beliefs. But Ragsdale appreciates the 
tone Trump has set as president so far, 
he said.
  “It’s nice to take a break from the 
politically correct culture from the 

Obama era,” Ragsdale said. “It’s nice 
to have a president that seems to love 
his country.”
  Reminick said that he has less trust 
in the president, who is “controlling 
the tone of the dialogue in this coun-
try,” but that he is relieved that many 
of Trump’s attempts to pass controver-
sial laws have failed.
  “I still have a lot of trust in our 
government. The three branches (of 
government) have shown us that if 
a policy is unpopular, it won’t get 
passed,” Reminick said. “I just have 
a little less trust in who is controlling 
the launch codes and is in charge of 
the armed forces.”

Photo illustration by JACKIE COHEN Photo Editor 
One year ago, students gathered in the Student Union for the Election Day Watch Party. 

Leslie Song | Staff Writer
 
  Scrolling through her Twitter 
feed, Jessica Tredota is bombard-
ed with political movements and 
campaigns that oppose President 
Donald Trump’s decisions. Al-
though she didn’t fully trust the 
government before Trump took 
RI¿FH��VKH�KDV�HYHQ�OHVV�IDLWK�LQ�
it now, Tredota said.
  About seventy-four percent of 
Americans surveyed worry about 
the corruption of government 
RI¿FLDOV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&KDSPDQ¶V�
annual study of American fears. 
2Q�2FW������VSHFLDO�FRXQVHO�5RE-
ert Mueller indicted three Trump 
advisers after he found evidence 
that they were coordinating with 
Russia and had made attempts to 
hinder his rival, Hillary Clinton, 
GXULQJ�WKH������SUHVLGHQWLDO�
election, according to The New 
York Times. 
  As a result, some Chapman stu-
dents have lost trust in the govern-
ment due to doubts about the admin-
istration. 
  “I can’t trust the current govern-
PHQW�DV�PXFK�DV�EHIRUH��WKH������
presidential election) because I don’t 
think (Trump’s) administration has 
everyone’s best interest in mind. It’s 
FHQWHUHG�WRZDUG�D�VSHFL¿F�JURXS�RI�
people, like the elite, and a lot of 
different groups aren’t being repre-
sented,” the sophomore strategic and 
corporate communications major said. 
  Tina Ziobro, a freshman television 
writing and production major, feel 
VLPLODUO\�RQFH�7UXPS�WRRN�RI¿FH�EH-
cause of his character, she said.  
  “I don’t trust Trump as a public 

speaker or a representative for us 
because he is a little impulsive in what 
he says. I don’t believe that Trump is 
as open-minded as I’d like, so there’s 
a distrust in him to be open-minded,” 
Ziobro said.  
  Due to Trump’s strong partisanship, 
Ziobro believes this will result in less 
compromise within the government 
and fewer changes in public policies. 
As for how the public can regain that 
trust, Ziobro said that implementing 
different viewpoints from government 
RI¿FLDOV�FRXOG�KHOS�DGG�SHUVSHFWLYH�
  Political science professor John 
Compton agrees that there is a rela-
tionship between distrust in govern-

ment and policy deadlock. 
  “When you see polls showing that 
the trust in government is at an all-
time low, most people clearly don’t 
trust the government, but a lot of that 
has to do with the feeling that govern-
ment is gridlocked and unproductive. 
A lot of the time, people naturally 
DVVXPH�LW¶V�EHFDXVH�HOHFWHG�RI¿FLDOV�
are corrupt,” Compton said. 
  However, the Trump administration, 
or any person in government, is not 
to blame for this low percentage in 
government trust, he said. 
  “There was massive involvement by 
5XVVLD�WU\LQJ�WR�LQÀXHQFH�RXU�HOHFWLRQ��
but we don’t know for sure the extent 
to which the Trump campaign was 

aware of that. But even if they weren’t 
aware of that, just the fact of a foreign 
power intervening plants doubts in 
people’s minds and causes them to 
have less trust in the government,” 
Compton said. 
  While Compton believes that most 
JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�HPSOR\HHV�
are trustworthy, he also acknowledges 
that they are generally more interested 
in getting elected or re-elected than in 
the country’s well-being, he said. 
  “It becomes more about the effects 
of our political systems as a whole 
rather than the bad motivations of par-
ticular members of Congress or other 
RI¿FH�KROGHUV�´�&RPSWRQ�VDLG��
  Jack Meisel, a sophomore screen-
writing and history major, has never 
trusted the government, he said. He 
supported neither Clinton nor Trump 
LQ�WKH������SUHVLGHQWLDO�HOHFWLRQ��DQG�
he can’t trust the current administra-
tion either, he said. 
  “I didn’t even feel like I trusted the 
Obama administration, much less 
Trump,” Meisel said. 
  Meisel believes that the U.S govern-
ment has become more complex in 
order to make the majority of people 
stay confused and uneducated. The 
loss of trust is partly because the pub-
lic doesn’t want to understand politics, 
and partly because the government 
system can be complex, he said. 
  To deal with this, Meisel offers a 
solution. 
  “You should never trust the govern-
ment (to begin with). There’s always 
going to be stuff going on that is best 
kept from us because the government 
ZLOO�EH�PRUH�HI¿FLHQW�WKDW�ZD\�DQG�
they can solve problems without get-
ting people involved,” Meisel said. 

Some students lose trust in U.S. government 

 Some students still think about presidential election every day

2015 2016 2017
Graphic by LORIG YAGHSEZIAN Features Editor
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government corruption

Source: Chapman University Survey of 
American Fears

One year later...
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EDITORIAL

I n 2016, a book called “Dark Money” chronicled how 
Charles Koch, who runs a philanthropic organization that 
has donated millions to colleges across the nation, and 
KLV�EURWKHU�KDYH�XVHG�WKHLU�LPPHQVH�ZHDOWK�WR�LQÀXHQFH�
U.S. politics, control academic institutions, and, as a 2016 
New York Times review put it, “hijack American democ-
racy.” 
    Last December, Chapman accepted $5 million of 
that “dark money” from the Charles Koch Foundation, 
adding to a pool of $15.8 million that helped fund the 
Smith Institute for Political Economy and Philosophy, 
which attempts to combine the studies of humanities and 
economics.
   The Panther Editorial Board believes that it is unethical 
to accept this money without being transparent about its 
donor’s intents. Chapman’s mission states that students 
should go on to lead “inquiring, ethical and productive 
lives as global citizens.” Accepting money from the 
Charles Koch Foundation calls that statement into ques-
tion.
   A Charles Koch Foundation representative said that 
the organization donates to colleges across the nation to 
create a “talent pipeline” of libertarian-minded students, 
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�¿QGLQJV�E\�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�3XEOLF�,QWHJULW\��D�
nonpartisan investigative news organization. By accept-
ing the foundation’s money, Chapman chooses to ignore 
the political implications of the foundation’s actions. 
   Education with a motive attached can be dangerous. 
Jerry Funt, an alumnus of Florida State University, which 
has received more than $2.3 million from the foundation, 
told The Panther that he felt like some of his professors 
ZHUH�VKDSLQJ�KLV�SROLWLFDO�LGHRORJ\�GXULQJ�KLV�¿UVW�VH-
mester at the school. It’s happened at other schools, and it 
can happen at Chapman.
   Any professor can come in with their own political bi-
ases, but there is a lack of transparency in the way these 
professors were hired. 
   In September, the English department voted against 
hiring professors funded by the Smith Institute. In Octo-
ber, these same candidates were presented to the Argyros 

School of Business and Economics, which voted to hire 
WKHP��'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�3URYRVW�*OHQQ�3IHLIIHU¶V�¿QDO�GHFL-
sion, these would be full, tenured professors – the highest 
level a professor can reach.
   Typically, professors need to have taught at a university 
for at least a year to be eligible to apply for a tenured sta-
tus, according to the Chapman website.  Political views 
aside, while the candidates offered for hire by the Smith 
,QVWLWXWH�PD\�EH�TXDOL¿HG��RIIHULQJ�WKHP�WHQXUH�LPPH-
diately while many others have to go through a much 
lengthier process is unfair. 
   This process has made many professors uncomfortable 
– some told The Panther they were concerned that there 
ZDV�QRW�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�VHDUFK�WR�¿QG�WKHVH�FDQGLGDWHV��2Q�
the day that a committee voted to give the professors 
tenure, Dan Kovenock, a professor in the Economic 
Science Institute, resigned from his position as chair of 
the committee.
   A lack of transparency was evident when English 
professor Ian Barnard asked one of the candidates about 
the ethical implications of the Koch donations. When 
the video of the presentation circulated among English 
faculty members, Barnard’s question had been edited 
out. “Such a question during a job seminar was rude,” 
Director of the Smith Institute Bart Wilson wrote to the 
English department in an email obtained by The Panther.
   But Barnard’s question was not rude. In fact, it was val-
id. Chapman places a heavy emphasis on open dialogue 
and discussion, but when Barnard asked an uncomfort-
able question, it was censored. If the university truly 
believes there is nothing wrong with accepting these 
donations, then there should be nothing to hide. 
   By choosing to hire these professors, Chapman makes 
a clear decision to become a certain kind of university – 
and this comes with ethical implications. We believe the 
university should think critically about whether this is 
the type of school it wants to become.
   After months of reporting, The Panther Editorial Board 
came to the conclusion that accepting this money is 
unethical and wrong. But we believe that readers should 
make their own decisions about these donations – so read 
the story, look at the facts and form your own opinion.

UnKoch our campus
Illustrated by Meghan Noyes

It’s that time 
of year again. 
Just when 
midterms are 
over and the 
thick of the 
semester lays 
off a bit, it’s 
time to start 
registering for 
the next one.  
   With so 
many classes 
and professors 

to choose from, it might be hard 
to know if you’re making the right 
decision. And with classes still 
going on, there is not a lot of time 
to go hunting for information. Many 
students, including myself, use the 
website Rate My Professors to decide 
which professors to take classes with. 
Rate My Professors tends to get a bad 
rap from professors, but the site that 
professors love to hate is probably 
more accurate than they think.
   Founded almost 20 years ago, 
Rate My Professors has more than 
19 million reviews for 1.7 million 
professors. The reviews are short, 
succinct and to the point and often 
answer the real questions that 
students have. How much reading 
does this professor assign? Is this 
professor strict on attendance? Are 
they friendly and helpful? Rate My 
Professors provides a direct line 
from other students who have taken 
these classes in order to access this 
information. 
   Some professors dislike Rate My 
Professor because they don’t believe 
the information is accurate, but a 
study conducted by  the University of 
Maine found that Rate My Professors 
UDWLQJV�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRUUHODWLRQ�
with the student evaluations when it 
came to questions about the overall 
quality of the course and the relative 
GLI¿FXOW\�RU�HDVH�RI�WKH�FRXUVH�
   Any website designed to be a forum 
will have issues because people share 
WKHLU�XQ¿OWHUHG�RSLQLRQV��$QG�5DWH�
My Professors does has plenty of 
unnecessary content -  such as the 
chili pepper, which rates professors 
on hotness. With any system where 
you rate and give feedback, there 
are always going to be people who 
over exaggerate, or use the website 
as a way to get revenge. But most 
professors have multiple reviews over 
several years from multiple students, 
and the comments average out.
���2YHUDOO��WKH�EHQH¿WV�RI�KDYLQJ�
access to an abundance of 
information about potential 
professors outweigh this. 
   Once you become more established 
in your major, there’s much less of 
a need to use Rate My Professors 
because you can talk to your peers 
directly who have taken the courses 
you’re concerned about and get 
feedback. But for general education 
courses, or a cluster or minor that 
you haven’t dove into yet, making a 
choice can be tough. 
   Rate My Professors could be dead 
wrong about a class you take. Maybe 
a professor that students completely 
trash on the site will be extremely 
helpful to you. This is bound to 
happen to someone. Students learn 
in different ways, and they need 
different levels of participation and 
attention. 
   But I’m not sure I would survive 
registration season without Rate My 
Professors. It helps me choose my 
classes quickly, and with much less 
hesitation than before, often leading 
to a more successful semester. 

Olivia Harden
Opinions Editor

Rate My Professor gets 
¿YH�VWDUV�IURP�PH

The Panther Newspaper 

Have a question, comment or idea? Contact us at thepanthernewspaper@gmail.com.

Editor-in-Chief        
Jamie Altman 

Managing Editor
Rebeccah Glaser 

News Editor
Sabrina Santoro 

Assistant News Editor
Kate Hoover

Features Editor
Lorig Yaghsezian

Assistant Features Editor
Jade Boren

Sports Editor
Jacob Hutchinson

Opinions Editor
Olivia Harden

Photo Editor
Jackie Cohen

Web Editor
Naidine Conde

Assistant Web Editor
Zoe Baron

Video Editor
Zoe Jensen

Art Director
Emma Stessman

Copy Editor
Malvica Sawhney

Business Manager
Austin Bourassa

Advertising Manager
Laura Claypool

Distribution Manager
Blair Pennington

The Panther Editorial Board



THE PANTHER 13OPINIONS

Indigenous 
People’s Heritage 
Month has !nally 
made its debut at 
Chapman. How-
ever, I can’t ig-
nore the fact that 
our cultures and 
identities have 
been oppressed 
for years, that 
people still cele-
brate “Columbus 
Day,” some wear 
headdresses as ac-
cessories and oth-

ers still recognize 
"anksgiving as 
a joyful gathering 

between the pilgrims and American Indians. But I 
am thankful for the small stride that Chapman has 
made to celebrate indigenous cultures and amplify 
our voices on campus. 
     Coming to Chapman was hard for me because, 
growing up in the Chumash culture, I was always 
surrounded by family and a comfortable communi-
ty. At Chapman, I lacked this sense of community, 
so I decided not to return a#er my !rst semester of 
my freshman year. Instead, I went home and con-
tinued working in the environmental department 
on my reservation in Santa Ynez, California. In 
that time, I learned di$erent aspects of my culture, 

language and skills, like installing solar panels and 
restoring traditional plant-gathering sites. I real-
ized that self-education and keeping my culture 
alive was important for myself, my community and 
future generations. 
     I knew that I could transfer to another school 
where I would feel more comfortable, or I could 
return to Chapman to be a part of much-needed 
change on the campus. A#er that one semester o$, 
I decided to come back. I heard that there was go-
ing to be a Cross-Cultural Center opening on cam-
pus and I knew that I had come back for a reason: 
to be involved in this project. Just the mere words 
“cross-cultural center” gave me a new hope for this 
campus and the type of community I was looking 
for. 
     Now, Chapman is celebrating Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Heritage Month and I have a much better 
sense of belonging. Talking about these issues is 
the !rst step toward solving them. It might seem 
patronizing that we are given just a month to be 
recognized and to celebrate our people’s resilience 
when the government should have been recogniz-
ing indigenous people from the beginning. But 
when a culture is so oppressed and tucked into 
society, small months of remembrance are our foot 
in the door. It is a time to cultivate dialogue and 
education.
    My elders were reluctant to tell stories about 
growing up because their generation was removed 
from the reservation. "ey felt that, in order to 
have a better life and provide for their families, 
they would need to leave. Since then, during my 
childhood, our tribe, the Santa Ynez Band of Chu-

mash Indians, has made huge strides in develop-
ment. We now have running water, electricity, a 
casino, our own tribal law enforcement and !re de-
partment, a health clinic, an education department 
o$ering a#er-school programs for our youth, a 
language program revitalizing the Samala language 
into our everyday lives and an environmental de-
partment — my personal favorite. 
     Some tribes are not as fortunate. At native youth 
conferences I attend, I hear stories about how 
children and adults were placed in separate cem-
eteries in their communities and that there are no 
programs to help members who become victims to 
drugs and alcohol. "ey’re losing their languages, 
they live in unhealthy communities and poor en-
vironmental conditions, and most of them do not 
thrive in higher education. I am not sharing this 
information to get sympathy for the Native Amer-
ican communities, but, in order to see a group in 
society as equal, we must recognize the struggles 
and oppression they have gone through and contin-
ue to face.

Indigenous people deserve to be celebrated 

Jessica McCool,
junior sociology major

Stress is of-
ten like Regina 
George. 
   From the movie 
“Mean Girls,” the 
character of Regi-
na George is the 
popular, attractive 
and controlling 
bully most of us 
know from high 
school. We hate 
her, and yet, we 
glamorize her.
   In a similar way, 
stress in college 
has become Re-

gina George. Ro-
manticizing itself 
to resemble beauty 

and success, stress hides its real motives of manip-
ulation and defeat. Even worse, we fall for the act.
   Glamorized stress is the false view of unhealthy 
habits – like minimal sleep, and a lack of exercise 
and free time – as normal aspects of life. "is is 
embedded in a culture we live in that wrongly asso-
ciates stress with a strong work ethic and long-term 
success.

   Stress is normal for students, and it controls the 
way we live our social lives.
   As college students, we are desperate for achieve-
ment, which makes us vulnerable to the belief 
that stress means success. "rough this belief, 
unhealthy competition a$ects students, who inad-
vertently compete to be more stressed than those 
around them. People are willing to push past their 
physical limits to prove tireless work, and quality 
and happiness are forgotten as priorities.
   An ignorance toward damaging social situations 
– like bragging to our peers about all-nighters or 
viewing our busy schedule as more valuable than 
those with free time – legitimizes stress as a valu-
able part of competition. We cannot allow our-
selves to give stress the power to add value to life.
   On social media, the hashtag #stressed has be-
come all too common. Whether it be Snapchatting 
late study nights or posting sour Facebook updates 
about a terrible day, we normalize these unhealthy 
habits through the reinforcement of likes and com-
ments. When we post these things on social media, 
we boast our “commitment” to working the hard 
and long hours that are “necessary” for success. In 
reality, we create more stress, and we damage our 
con!dence.
   “"ere are negative relationships between so-
cial media use and academic performance, as well 
as with academic self-e%cacy beliefs. Academic 
self-e%cacy beliefs mediate the negative relation-

ship between social media use and satisfaction with 
life,” according to experts of information systems, 
Martin Hassle and Mary Sukalich, in the Informa-
tion Research: An International Electronic Journal.
"is is not to discredit the hard work and late 
nights that are customary for college students, but 
when we normalize this behavior online or in so-
cial situations, it becomes less about hard work and 
all about the recognition. We are tricked into an 
addictive competition with our peers for the most 
co$ee cups consumed or least number of hours 
slept, because this is what we think it takes to be 
successful.
   Lost in stress, our identities become not who we 
are, but instead what we have done. As students, we 
become disconnected from our hearts and compas-
sion. Our creative inner selves are stripped away 
and replaced with false promises of success.
   Students trade themselves and their health for 
grades and resumes because our social world has 
falsely convinced us that long-term success means 
trading joy for stress.
   Treating our social lives like a Regina George 
“Burn Book” to talk about stress is toxic. Instead 
of glamorizing stress, we should focus on aware-
ness of what it really is. Refusing to embrace stress 
as a normality in life leaves students the time and 
energy to positively create and learn through the 
resources at our !ngertips. Isn’t that what college is 
all about?

Claire Treu, 
sophomore English and peace 
studies major

Glamorizing stress is so not ‘fetch’

Indigenous 
People’s Heritage 
Month has !nally 
made its debut at 
Chapman. How-
ever, I can’t ignore 
the fact that our 
cultures and iden-
tities have been 
oppressed for 
years, that peo-
ple still celebrate 
“Columbus Day,” 
some wear head-
dresses as acces-
sories and others 
still recognize 
"anksgiving as 
a joyful gathering 
between the pil-

grims and American Indians. But I am thankful 
for the small stride that Chapman has made to cel-
ebrate indigenous cultures and amplify our voices 
on campus. 
     Coming to Chapman was hard for me because, 
growing up in the Chumash culture, I was always 
surrounded by family and a comfortable communi-
ty. At Chapman, I lacked this sense of community, 
so I decided not to return a#er my  !rst semester of 

my freshman year. Instead, I went home and con-
tinued working in the environmental department 
on my reservation in Santa Ynez, California. In 
that time, I learned di$erent aspects of my culture, 
language and skills, like installing solar panels and 
restoring traditional plant-gathering sites. I real-
ized that self-education and keeping my culture 
alive was important for myself, my community and 
future generations. 
     I knew that I could transfer to another school 
where I would feel more comfortable, or I could 
return to Chapman to be a part of much-needed 
change on the campus. A#er that one semester o$, 
I decided to come back. I heard that there was go-
ing to be a Cross-Cultural Center opening on cam-
pus and I knew that I had come back for a reason: 
to be involved in this project. Just the mere words 
“cross-cultural center” gave me a new hope for this 
campus and the type of community I was looking 
for. 
     Now, Chapman is celebrating Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Heritage Month and I have a much better 
sense of belonging. Talking about these issues is 
the !rst step toward solving them. It might seem 
patronizing that we are given just a month to be 
recognized and to celebrate our people’s resilience 
when the government should have been recogniz-
ing indigenous people from the beginning. But 
when a culture is so oppressed and tucked into 
society, small months of remembrance are our foot 

in the door. It is a time to cultivate dialogue and 
education.
    My elders were reluctant to tell stories about 
growing up because their generation was removed 
from the reservation. "ey felt that, in order to have 
a better life and provide for their families, they 
would need to leave. Since then, during my child-
hood, our tribe, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash 
Indians, has made huge strides in development. We 
now have running water, electricity, a casino, our 
own tribal law enforcement and !re department, 
a health clinic, an education department o$ering 
a#er-school programs for our youth, a language 
program revitalizing the Samala language into our 
everyday lives and an environmental department 
— my personal favorite. 
     Some tribes are not as fortunate. At native youth 
conferences I attend, I hear stories about how 
children and adults were placed in separate cem-
eteries in their communities and that there are no 
programs to help members who become victims to 
drugs and alcohol. "ey’re losing their languages, 
they live in unhealthy communities and poor en-
vironmental conditions, and most of them do not 
thrive in higher education. I am not sharing this 
information to get sympathy for the Native Amer-
ican communities, but, in order to see a group in 
society as equal, we must recognize the struggles 
and oppression they have gone through and contin-
ue to face.

Olivia Ducharme, 
senior creative writing major

There’s more to gun control than your Facebook indicates

”

I knew that I could transfer to 
another school where I would 

feel more comfortable, or I 
could return to Chapman to be 
a part of much-needed change 

on the campus.

“
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Jacob Hutchinson | Sports Editor
   
   Football is in Sam Dapper’s blood. 
His father was a !rst-team Pac-12 
player at Stanford University, and 
introduced Dapper to the sport when 
he was a baby. 
   Dapper, 23, started playing contact 
football when he was 9 and continued 
for 12 years. In that time, he likely 
had six diagnosed concussions, he 
said.
   Dapper su"ered concussions as 
a child, in high school and during 
his time at Chapman, he said. #ose 
concussions can contribute to an 
increased risk of developing chronic 
traumatic encephalopathy (CTE), a 
degenerative brain disease o$cial-
ly discovered in 2005. It has been 
diagnosed in many deceased NFL 
and some college football players, 
according to a study published in 
the Journal of the American Medical 
Association.  
   Many of these players struggled 
with mood swings, dementia and 
depression before they died. Some 
NFL players diagnosed with CTE 
committed suicide and had requested 
for their brains be examined. 
   Dapper, who said that his father’s 
friends exhibited symptoms of CTE, 
was aware of the risks while playing 
football at Chapman, he said.
   “It didn’t matter, I was going to play 
football regardless,” Dapper said. 
“Let’s say I’m diagnosed with CTE, 
which, I’m sure, one day, I will be. 
Whatever happens down the line, it 
was worth it for what football gave 
back to me.”
   Dapper graduated from Chapman 
in May 2016 with a double major in 
accounting and business administra-
tion, he said. He now works for the 
Nasdaq composite in New York City.
   “I got into Chapman with a 2.9 
GPA,” Dapper said. “I was an awful 
student. I didn’t apply myself. I met 
the right guys in football and I ended 
up graduating magna cum laude 
because of the in%uence football had 
on my life.”

The science of head 
trauma
   A study published Sept. 
19 by Boston University 
researchers found that 
subjects like Dapper, who 
started playing contact 
football at the age of 12 
or younger, had increased 
rates of neurological issues 
in areas like behavioral reg-
ulation, apathy and execu-
tive functioning.
   David Kruse, a sports 
medicine physician, Chris 
Koutures, a sports medi-
cine specialist, and Chap-
man’s head athletic trainer 
Pamela Gibbons designed 
Chapman’s concussion pro-
tocol, which involves tests 
administered by Gibbons 
or someone on her sta".
   During a concussion, the 
brain’s nerves stretch on a 
cellular level, Gibbons said. 
#is changes the ability of 
a brain to function how it 
should, Koutures said.
   #ose changes, when 
repeated over an extended 
period of time, can cause 
long-term damage like 
CTE, which can only be de-
!nitively diagnosed posthumously.
   In 2014, the Department of Defense 
and NCAA put $30 million towards 
the Concussion Assessment, Research 
and Education (CARE) study of 
concussions in student-athletes and 
service members, conducted at 30 
di"erent schools. 
   Patrick Holmberg, the assistant 
athletic director and the coordinator 
of the study at California Lutheran 
University, said that so far, football 
has demonstrated the highest concus-
sion rate of any sport.

How concussions are unique
   Kory Cablay’s career as a Chapman 
football player lasted two weeks. A&er 
sustaining his eighth concussion 
during a summer practice, Cablay, a 
16’ Chapman alumnus applying to 

medical schools, stopped playing to 
prevent further brain injuries, he said.
   “It’s kind of wild,” Cablay said. “I 
want to be a doctor, but my brain’s a 
little jacked.”
   Cablay compared his eighth con-
cussion to “being in a cloud.”
   “You know you’re present,” Cablay 
said. “I knew I was at practice, but it 
didn’t feel like I was there. It felt like I 
was watching a movie.”
   Dapper’s concussion at Chapman 
caused him to have blurry vision and 
become emotional. He said that Gib-
bons immediately saw that something 
was wrong.
   “She pulled me right o" the !eld 
and she was like, ‘Are you OK?’ Of 
course, she knew the answer,” Dapper 
said. “I just started crying uncontrol-
lably for no good reason.”

Problems start in high school
   Cablay’s worst concussion hap-
pened when he was returning a punt 
for Newport Harbor High School 
in Newport Beach, California. A&er 
catching the ball, Cablay was “lev-
eled,” knocking him unconscious and 
breaking his jaw.
   “(#e hit) broke my helmet, it bent 
my facemask and I bit through my 
mouth piece,” Cablay said. “I was out 
of football for probably two months.”
   Koutures said the concussion recov-
ery process is di$cult to predict. It is 
likely that genetic predispositions to 
concussions a"ect susceptibility and 
severity, Holmberg said. 
   Senior defensive back Benjamin 
Briglio su"ered a concussion during 
his high school championship game, 
but returned to the !eld and kept 
playing, he said.
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‘Dingers,’ dementia and depression: 

Junior tight end Ben Bruce hits the ground head!rst after being tackled following a reception Oct. 28.

dead NFL players were found to 
have CTE in a Boston University 
case study.

of college football players 
reported having multiple 
concussions, which is more 
than any other sport.

of concussions in college 
football occurred during 
practice.

head injuries in Division I 
football players are 
diagnosed as concussions.

the number of concussions 
Chapman Head Athletic 
Trainer Pamela Gibbons 
said she treats per season 
on the football team.

SOURCE: NCAA Goals Study

SOURCE: Journal of the American Medical 
Association

SOURCE: Journal of the American 
Medical Association

SOURCE: Journal of Neurotrauma
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   “We didn’t really have much of a 
concussion protocol,” Briglio said “But 
our trainer knew something was up. I 
VDLG�,�ZDV�¿QH�DQG�KH�ZDV�OLNH��µ$OULJKW��
whatever, it’s the championship.’”
   Briglio’s return to the game could 
have been fatal, Koutures said. 
Returning to play while concussed 
can cause second-impact syndrome, 
which is a rare, but fatal syndrome and 
occurs when an initial concussion is 
compounded.
   Briglio isn’t sure how many 
concussions he’s sustained, because 
the testing at the high school and youth 
football levels was nonexistent, he said.
   “They didn’t really test you or do 
any type of protocol if you got hit in 
the head hard enough,” Briglio said. 
“The trainers either don’t tell you (that) 
you shouldn’t be playing, or aren’t that 
attentive.”

The NFL perspective
���$DURQ�+HUQDQGH]�ZDV�DPRQJ�D�
number of other NFL players with 
CTE – like linebacker Junior Seau – 
to commit suicide, according to the 
1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV��+HUQDQGH]������ZDV�
serving a life sentence in prison for 
PXUGHU�ZKHQ�KH�KXQJ�KLPVHOI�LQ�$SULO�
this year.
���+H�ZDV�IRXQG�WR�KDYH�KDG�WKH�PRVW�
severe CTE ever observed in someone 
his age, mirroring the brain of a 
60-year-old person, according to The 
Washington Post. There is not yet a 
VFLHQWL¿F�FRQVHQVXV�RQ�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�
CTE does to the brain.
   Na’il Diggs, an NFL linebacker from 
�����������VDLG�6HDX¶V�VXLFLGH�ZDV�WKH�
impetus for him to retire.
   “Once I started reading more into it 
about his behavior and his undiagnosed 
concussions and head trauma, that’s 
when it really kind of set in,” Diggs 
VDLG��³,�ZDV����RU����\HDUV�ROG�DQG�,�
ZDV�OLNH��µ7KHUH¶V�ZD\�WRR�PXFK�OLIH�WR�
live to continue doing what I’m doing 
to myself.’”
   NFL players knew very little about 
concussions when Diggs played, he 
said.
   “It was a running joke,” Diggs said. 
“Nobody really understood the 
effects of it. When Seau committed 
suicide, that’s when the lights 
turned on for a lot of people. I 
think the tone changed drastically.”
���'LJJV�ZDV�QRW�RI¿FLDOO\�
diagnosed with a concussion 
during his career, he said.
   “I’ve had god knows how many 
“little dingers” where you’re 
ZRR]\��\RX�JHW�XS�VORZ��RU�\RX¶UH�
seeing double or stars,” Diggs said. 
“I remember a few games where I 
have literally forgotten what team I 
played for.”
���$ORQJ�ZLWK�FKURQLF�SDLQ��'LJJV�
has struggled with depression, 
memory loss and confusion – 
sometimes forgetting how to get 
home, he said.
   “There is no way that I don’t 
have some level of (CTE),” Diggs 
said. “I can’t even go to the doctor. 
Go to the doctor for what? They 
FDQ¶W�¿QG�LW��6R�,¶P�VWXFN�QRZ�
with this progressive disease that I 
can literally do nothing about.”

The danger of Division I
   Before the NFL, Diggs played 
Division I college football at Ohio 
State University. The school’s 
program was the country’s third most 
SUR¿WDEOH�GXULQJ�WKH�����������VHDVRQ��
EULQJLQJ�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ������PLOOLRQ��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�86$�7RGD\��
���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D������VWXG\�FRQGXFWHG�
E\�+DUYDUG�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�%RVWRQ�
University researchers, for every 
diagnosed concussion in Division I 
IRRWEDOO��WKHUH�ZHUH����RWKHU�XQUHSRUWHG�
head injuries.

Diggs said Division III schools 
like Chapman are better at protecting 
their players, because their academic 
departments don’t count on football 
programs for revenue.
���%HQ�:DGRUV��D�µ���&KDSPDQ�DOXPQXV��
played four years at Chapman, but 
transferred to Division I Fresno State 
University for the fall semester of his 
MXQLRU�\HDU��+H�UHWXUQHG�WR�&KDSPDQ�
that spring semester.

“It was always a dream growing up 
to play Division I football, so I thought 
I should try it out,” Wadors said. “You 
TXLFNO\�UHDOL]H�RQFH�\RX¶UH�WKHUH�WKDW�
the grass isn’t always greener on the 
RWKHU�VLGH��$W�'LYLVLRQ�,��LW¶V�ZLQV�RU�
losses to them.”

Why play Division III? 
   For the majority of Division III 
football players – unlike many Division 
I players – an NFL career is not 
likely. There are seven current NFL 
players from Division III programs, 
and Division III schools cannot offer 
athletic scholarships.
   “You don’t play Division III football 
unless you love it,” Wadors said.

   The experience of being a college 
football player – the camaraderie, 
balancing of school and practice, 
regimentation, experience with losing, 
working with a team – adds up to a 
practical set of skills that can apply in 
the workplace, said head coach Bob 
Owens.
���$IWHU�FRQVXOWLQJ�&KDSPDQ�IRRWEDOO�
alumni, Wadors declined a job offer 
from Goldman Sachs to instead work 
in a more senior role at LifeLock as 
a strategy and business development 
analyst.
���³,¶P�KHUH�DW�WKH�RI¿FH�DW���D�P��
DQG�RQ�D�JRRG�GD\��,�OHDYH�DW���S�P��´�
:DGRUV�VDLG��³$�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�DUHQ¶W�
prepared for that right away, but having 
a football background, I was not 

afraid to work or really feel that 
pressure.”
   Every current or former 
Chapman player interviewed 
said they believed football would 
help or had helped them in the 
professional world.
   “If you’re able to manage 
athletics full time, with a school 
schedule, that takes a lot of time 
PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�SULRULWL]LQJ�´�
said Christy O’Shea, the mother 
RI�VHQLRU�GHIHQVLYH�OLQHPDQ�$GDP�
O’Shea. “If you can do that, then 
that helps you move right into the 
workplace.”

Weighing the grey
   Because CTE was discovered in 
������WKH�UHVHDUFK�VXUURXQGLQJ�LW�
is in its infancy. 
���&$5(�UHVHDUFKHUV�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�
unable to determine what the 
long-term effects of head trauma 
DUH��+ROPEHUJ�VDLG��%HFDXVH�RI�
this, the decision to play football 
or not becomes value-based, 
Cablay said.
   “Someone who is macho and 
loves to kind of be the meathead, 
they’re going to answer the 
TXHVWLRQ�DV�LQ��µ1R��LW¶V�QRW�D�ELJ�

deal, it’s worth it,’” Cablay said. “But 
it’s always easy to make that comment 
when you’re not struggling with CTE. 
The onset of CTE won’t happen until 
you’re older, so none of us really know 
(what’s going to happen).”

The future of football
���6LQFH�WKH���������VFKRRO�\HDU��
���VWDWHV�KDYH�VHHQ�D�GHFOLQH�LQ�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ����SOD\HU�KLJK�VFKRRO�
football, according to the National 
)HGHUDWLRQ�RI�6WDWH�+LJK�6FKRRO�
$VVRFLDWLRQV��

Gibbons said injury prevention needs 
to start at the youth football level.
   “If we really want to look to prevent 
injury, let’s look at coaching techniques, 
PLQLPL]LQJ�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�FRQWDFW�LQ�
practices,” Gibbons said. “Let’s look at 
our youth and high school sports and 
make sure that they’re being coached 
and taught correctly.”
   Owens said he and his coaching staff 
put an emphasis on player safety by 
teaching players to tackle with their 
shoulders and avoid leading with their 
heads. Coaches teach quarterbacks to 
throw the ball in places that don’t leave 
receivers vulnerable to blind hits, and 
receivers are taught how to fall properly 
to avoid concussions, Owens said.
   “In spite of how well you design 
things, (are injuries) going to happen?” 
Owens said. “Yes, that’s the nature of 
the game.”
   “Everything in the sport is being re-
examined, Owens said, from the type of 
WXUI�XVHG�RQ�¿HOGV�WR�PDWHULDOV�XVHG�LQ�
shoulder pads.
   “I don’t know, at this point, how the 
game goes forward and maintains the 
integrity of the game,” Owens said. “It’s 
something that is being talked about 
daily and yearly in our circle of coaches 
DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�DW�WKH�1&$$�OHYHO�´
   Changes in helmets, like moving 
to softer shells or in-helmet sensors, 
are among the many remedies being 
GLVFXVVHG��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�(631��DERXW�
����PLOOLRQ�RI�WKH������PLOOLRQ�WKH�1)/�
has pledged to concussion research 
goes towards creating a “safer” helmet, 
though Gibbons and Koutures said no 
helmet can prevent concussions.
   Diggs does not expect the safety of 
players to drastically improve any time 
soon.
   “This is going to get worse before 
it gets any better,” Diggs said. “We’re 
going to continue to see people turning 
their cheek against all the stuff that’s 
happening and the money (in football) 
is going to continue to grow.”
   Owens expects the sport to survive, 
but wonders how it will change.
   “Will (football) continue to have the 
presence and impact and entertainment 
value that it has on our society now?” 
Owens said. “Or will it be Greek 
WUDJHG\����\HDUV�IURP�QRZ"´

CATIE KOVELMAN Sta! Photographer
Gaylen McGinn, in her !rst year of the graduate athletic trainer program, practices examining  junior linebacker Dominic Ashley for signs of a concussion. 

concussions and the future of football

“
”

I remember a few 
a games where 
I have literally 

forgotten what 
team I played for.

- Ex-NFL linebacker 
Na’il Diggs
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SCOREBOARD UPCOMING GAMES
Men’s Water Polo
Nov. 17 @ Whittier 7 p.m.*

Key: Bold = Chapman, winner listed !rst
Key: Bold = in-conference game
*= Playo" game  #= at Redlands

Men’s Water Polo
Caltech 9
Chapman 4 
                                      

Chapman 18 
3RPRQD�3LW]HU��

Football
1RY�����YV��0DU\�+DUGLQ�%D\ORU����D�P�

Kali Hoffman | Staff Writer

���:LWK����VHFRQGV�WR�JR�LQ�&KDSPDQ¶V�2FW�����IRRWEDOO�JDPH�
against California Lutheran University, senior linebacker 
Lincoln Faletoi made an interception that helped give 
&KDSPDQ�D�6RXWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�,QWHUFROOHJLDWH�$WKOHWLF�
&RQIHUHQFH��6&,$&��FKDPSLRQVKLS��
���$OWKRXJK�WKH�LQWHUFHSWLRQ�KDSSHQHG�LQ�WKH�VSDQ�RI�D�IHZ�
moments, it was a long time coming for Faletoi. Until the 
&DO�/XWKHUDQ�JDPH��)DOHWRL������KDG�EHHQ�VLGHOLQHG�ZLWK�
D�KHUQLDWHG�GLVN��0DNLQJ�WKH�LQWHUFHSWLRQ�GXULQJ�KLV�¿UVW�
game of the season – after almost a year of recovery – was 
unexpected, he said.
   “It was surreal, really,” Faletoi said. “I still watch the tape 
every once in a while and I can’t believe it happened. I’d 
been out for so long, being the team’s biggest cheerleader, 
then I get the opportunity to make the play, and now the 
team is my biggest cheerleader.” 
   The night of the game, Faletoi didn’t even think he would 
EH�RQ�WKH�¿HOG�
   “I told my family to stay home,” Faletoi said. “I said to 
WKHP��µ<RX�NQRZ��,�FDQ�SOD\��EXW�,�SUREDEO\�ZRQ¶W��,�GRQ¶W�
want the kids staying out late.’”
   Despite not attending the game, Faletoi said his wife, 
$QD������ZDV�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�JDPH�IURP�KRPH�ZLWK�WKHLU�WZR�
FKLOGUHQ��.HQQHG\�����DQG�5HDJDQ�����)DOHWRL�VDLG�WKDW�EHVLGHV�
his teammates, his family members are his biggest fans. 
���$IWHU�EHLQJ�DW�VFKRRO�IRU�DERXW����KRXUV�EHWZHHQ�FODVVHV�
and football practice on any given day, Faletoi is greeted 
with cries of “Dad’s home!” at the end of the day.
   “It’s hectic, but it’s really rewarding at the same time,” Faletoi said. “When I’m here, I’m a 
student and an athlete, and everyone treats me like that, but when I go home, I’m dad.”
   Being a full-time student-athlete, husband and a parent of two young children is not a typical 
undertaking for an undergraduate.
���³+H¶V�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�JLYH�WKH�JX\V�RQ�WKH�WHDP�D�GLIIHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYH��+H¶V�GRLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�
they’re doing, plus taking care of two kids,” said offensive coordinator Casey Shine. “I just know 
he’s not sleeping, but he does a great job of doing everything. Whenever the guys say they’re 
having a rough day, I always tell them to look at Lincoln’s perspective.” 
���$OWKRXJK�)DOHWRL�PD\�KDYH�PRUH�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�WKDQ�WKH�DYHUDJH�VWXGHQW��KLV�IDPLO\�LV�
always close by to support him, he said. The family is large and close-knit, like all Samoan 
IDPLOLHV��$YD�)DOHWRL��/LQFROQ¶V�PRWKHU�VDLG��6KH�FUHGLWHG�/LQFROQ�)DOHWRL¶V�ZLIH��$QD��IRU�
supporting him.
���³�/LQFROQ��KDV�PDGH�D�ORW�RI�FRPSURPLVHV�DORQJ�WKHVH��ODVW��WZR�\HDUV�´�VDLG�$YD�)DOHWRL��
ZKR�ZRUNV�IRU�&KDSPDQ¶V�2I¿FH�RI�$GPLVVLRQV��³%XW�WKH�UHDO�KHUR�LQ�DOO�WKLV�LV�KLV�ZLIH��$QD��
She is the one who supported and pushed Lincoln to play the sport he loves while juggling 
everything.” 
   Even when he was recovering from his injury, Faletoi’s teammates said he did everything he 
could to stay involved with the team.
���³+H�ZDV�VWLOO�DURXQG�WKH�ORFNHU�URRP�DQG�RXW�RQ�WKH�¿HOG��DQG�KH�HYHQ�VZLWFKHG�EDFN�WR�
TXDUWHUEDFN�VR�KH�FRXOG�VWLOO�KHOS�RXW�WKH�WHDP�´�VDLG�VHQLRU�GHIHQVLYH�HQG�'HUHN�+DUW��
   Faletoi, an integrated educational studies major, was originally a quarterback at Santa 
$QD�&ROOHJH��+H�KDG�KLV�VLJKWV�VHW�RQ�MRLQLQJ�WKH�PLOLWDU\��EXW�WKH�ELUWK�RI�KLV�¿UVW�
child convinced him to stay local. For a while, he thought about going straight 
into the job force, but he said his mom and Shine encouraged him to apply to 
Chapman instead. 
   “Teachers and coaches are the only reason why I decided to go to 
college,” Faletoi said. “I never thought of myself as a schoolboy. Now, I 
feel like this is where I’m supposed to be, and I’m still playing football. 
It’s made me who I am.”
   Faletoi said that he hopes to become a high school math teacher and 
football coach, so he can inspire others like him, he said.
   “I want to be a math teacher because I know a lot of student athletes 
struggle with it,” Faletoi said. “I always found math fun, and always 
loved geometry even though all my teammates hated it. They would 
always ask me for help with homework.”
   Faletoi’s coaches believe his passion for helping others will 
help him succeed in his teaching career.
���³:KDWHYHU�KH�GRHV��KH¶V�JRLQJ�WR�GR�LW�ZLWK�¿UH��KH¶V�
going to do it with emotion, and I know he’s going to 
have a good impact on the life of young kids,” said head 
coach Bob Owens.
���&KDSPDQ�ZLOO�WUDYHO�WR�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0DU\�+DUGLQ�
%D\ORU�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�URXQG�RI�WKH�1&$$�'LYLVLRQ�,,,�
)RRWEDOO�&KDPSLRQVKLS�DW����D�P��367�1RY�����

Overcoming injury, picking his moment

It was surreal. I 
can’t believe it 
happened. I’d 

been out for so 
long.

- Senior linebacker
 Lincoln Faletoi

“

”

Photos by CATIE KOVELMAN Sta! Photographer

Senior linebacker Lincoln Faletoi’s interception secured SCIAC title

Men’s Basketball
1RY�����YV��/D�6LHUUD���S�P�

Women’s Basketball
1RY�����YV��&RQFRUGLD�0¶KHDG���S�P�#

1RY�����YV��0F0XUU\���S�P�#

Men’s Basketball

6FULPPDJH
6DQ�'LHJR�&KULVWLDQ���Chapman 86 
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